
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I often laugh when my phone rings and in answering I hear the sound of “Good 
morning, Madam President,” from our Executive Director Mike Waters. Never 
did I envision that I would be honored and proud to be leading such an 
outstanding organization as NCRPA. I’d like to express a sincere “Thank You” 
to each and every one of you for your faith in choosing the 2012 Board of 
Directors. It will be these Board members, who will lead our organization over 
the next 12 months. I promise NCRPA will be in good hands and that you will 
begin to see a lot of excitement as we move forward this year. 

 
As for me, I will happily celebrate a 23-year career in recreation and parks with my husband, Allen, and our two sons, Bryton, age 12, 
and Sam, who will be 4 (going on 10) this month. Allen is a middle school social studies teacher and head coach of the baseball team. 
Bryton participates in lacrosse and baseball, while Sam played his first soccer season this past fall. It’s truly a fun-filled family going 
from place to place for those “quality of life” experiences. Our 4-legged family members include two rescue dogs; Buster, a chocolate 
lab and Phoenix, a black and white bassett/beagle/lab mix. Oh, and let’s not forget Chewy…the family Gecko that I refuse to touch, 
but enjoy watching! 
 
My undergraduate roots were firmly planted as a 1989 graduate in the Leisure and Sports Management curriculum from what was then 
Elon College and now Elon University. During my four years at Elon, I was fortunate to have studied under Dr. Jim Drummond  and 
many other outstanding faculty and staff in the Leisure and Sport Management curriculum. Two years ago, I completed my Master’s 
Degree in Organizational Change and Leadership from Pfeiffer University. I am happy to say that it has been those experiences that 
have helped me grow to be the person I am today. Currently, I am the superintendent of Recreation Programming with Burlington 
Recreation & Parks. The years with our department have certainly been rewarding on both the personal and professional level. It is 
both of those that bring me to where I am today, your newly-elected president of NCRPA. My career with NCRPA goes way back to 
the regional level of participation to serving as Marketing Committee chair, treasurer and now your president. 
 
NCRPA is one of the most notable state organizations across the country, promoting the parks and recreation profession. As I begin 
my term, I can promise you that 2012 will be a very exciting year for NCRPA. We will embark on the development of establishing a 
new long-range/strategic plan for the Association. This plan will be our driving force over the next few months with a projected 
unveiling at the 2012 Annual Conference in Greenville. Each of you as members will be part of the process. We will seek your input 
and feedback. I encourage you to stay involved in these great opportunities because it will be these opportunities that present great 
professional experiences. 
 

“Your imagination is your preview of life’s coming attractions.” ~ Albert Einstein 
 

I look forward to working with you...the membership of NCRPA, and leading us toward those “coming attractions.” If I can be of any 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me or any other Board member. We are here for you! 
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2012 NCRPA MARKETING COMMITTEE  

Karen Brady, Fayetteville-Cumberland County; Cathy Hart, Gaston County;  
Michael Magnes, Gibsonville; Casey Chesson, Greensboro; Cara McLeod, Raleigh; and Zack Carter, Lenoir 

Please submit time-sensitive information by the 15th of each month to: ncrpa@bellsouth.net 

�   Visit NCRPA online at: www.ncrpa.net 


